For Immediate Release:
February 18, 2017

For further information:
Amanda Valencia, 651-288-4068, or
communication@mfu.org or

Minnesota Farmers Union’s Board of Directors meets elect new Vice
President, State Secretary and to discuss legislative priorities.
St. Paul, Minnesota (February 18, 2017) – Minnesota Farmers Union’s (MFU) Full Board
of Directors met for the special business of electing a new Vice President of the
organization. Bryan Klabunde from Wauban, Mahonomen County, was elected as the
new Vice President of Minnesota Farmers Union. Bryan will fill the position that was left
open with the election of Gary Wertish to President of the organization in January.
Members also discussed legislative issues that are affecting family farmers in the 2017
legislative session. The Full Board consists of county presidents throughout the state.
Discussion involved key issues such as ditch mowing permits, buffer regulations, and the
public option on health care, amongst other important key issues.
“These meetings are important, we have a grass roots organization and these meetings set
the groundwork for the work that we will now do at the state and national level,” said
Gary Wertish, Minnesota Farmers Union President. “We have open communication and
care about the feedback that is drawn from the discussion at all of our meetings. I want to
congratulate Bryan on his election as Vice President and Anne on her election to State
Secretary, I look forward to working with them both.”
Bessie Klose, Kandiyohi County, finished her time of 34 years as the State Secretary at
the board meeting, and Anne Schwagerl from Big Stone County was elected as the new
State Secretary.
Elected to the Executive Board of MFU was: Eunice Biel, Fillmore County, Larry
Jacobson, Clay County, Dave Johnson, Otter Tail County, Al Perish, Todd County, and
newly appointed Ted Winter, Nobles County.
Minnesota Farmers Union (www.mfu.org), Standing for Agriculture, Fighting for
Farmers.
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