


value of producing more inputs directly 

on the farm, we started composting, 

which Lee manages. It's been a success -

we have composted over 350,000 tons of 

material. 

We work with Clay County to collect 

pumpkins for compost every season 

through a program called 'Take Jack 

Back'. So far, we have composted a total 

of 540 tons of pumpkins, which are a 

great source of minerals like nitrogen for 

soil. We are really proud that our county 

started this initiative and hope that other 

counties continue to replicate it. 

We also have over seven acres of fruit 

trees for chokecherries and juneberries 

which provide habitat for beneficial 

insects. Melany will be creating more 

pollinator habitat. 

Q. What do you think people are missing

in the conversation around climate?

A. Melany: Climate change seems to be

a topic at conferences and such, but I

don't know any farmers that sit around

and talk about it. I think we talk about it

in terms of the more extreme weather 

events we experience. 

Noreen: People need to be aware of how 

non-stop busy farmers are and realize 

they have a bank to answer to at the 

end of the day. Farmers need to know 

how implementing more climate-smart 

agricultural practices will work for them 

and have access to relevant information 

to help them make decisions. Incentives 

for conservation practices enable farmers 

to experiment. 

Q. If you could tell Congress to do one

(or two) things that would help your

family continue to farm in the next

generation, what would it be?

A. Melany: There needs to be more com­

petition - a competition title in the Farm

Bill would be great. Regarding markets,

we need Right to Repair.

You hear stories of mom-and-pop shops,

but I don't have that experience. In my

area, I deal with monopolies and it is

often very difficult. Congress needs

to step back and invest in each state's
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agricultural communities. Issues like local 

meat processing and supporting small 

farms have received a lot of attention 

due to COVID, but there are other import­

ant aspects of infrastructure that are 

needed - like grain cleaning, processing 

and packaging - to help build resilient 

communities. I notice a lot of family farm­

ers that are less concerned with feeding 

the world and more concerned about 

feeding the people around them. 

Noreen: Universities and institutions have 

extraordinary purchasing power which 

should go to local farmers. This will be 

our first year selling to five schools made 

possible by Minnesota Department of 

Agriculture (MDA) Farm to School grants. 

The importation of cheap and fraudulent 

organic labeled grains is a threat to the 

integrity of the organic label and hurts 

grain farmers like us. 

MFU is very good at offering local food 

for conferences. At every farmer meeting, 

I always ask"where is the local food?" 

Even a $300-$400 order is huge for 

many farmers. 
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