


The closest grocery store is 20 minutes 

away and they don't sell organic animal 

products. It's important to me that 

people in our community can buy high 

quality food and support local farmers, 

and it feels good to feed the communi­

ty and educate people. 

Q. What challenges has climate change

caused you as a farmer?

A. The weather has become unpredict­

able and challenging. As a specialty

crop farmer, we typically have a set

timeline for seeding, and when con­

ditions become unpredictable, it can

disrupt our entire operation.

Drought conditions have been awful.

For three years it didn't rain - it's insane.

Another issue is that my well pump is

off grid, so I can only pump water when

there's enough sun. The wind has also

been scary the past few years. And with

the wildfires - I don't get to not work

because it's smoky, I just get sick.

My seasonal allergies have gotten 

worse because the season doesn't 

end. When I went to school in England, 

you'd get a frost in September, and 

it'd kill off all the tender stuff, but the 

season eventually ended. But it feels 

like the season doesn't end anymore. 

Climate change scares me and it has 

guided my farming decisions and how 

I live. There's a reason I'm off-grid; this 

has been something I've lived with for 

a very long time. Small-scale farms are 

generally using less inputs, but it's a 

lot of work to farm sustainably. I want 

to share what I'm doing and how I'm 

doing it with everyone. 

Q. What programs and certifications

have helped you as a small-

scale farmer?

A. The MDA Cooperative Development

grant which was finally authorized last

year. I applied and we received two

years of funding to help pay for things

to develop our co-op. We also received

MFU's Co-ops for Climate grant which 

has been the most helpful for us. 

I have the Minnesota Agricultural Water 

Quality Certification and received 

endorsements by default because I'm 

a biodynamic farmer. Besides that, I'm 

not certified in anything, not because 

I don't believe in it, but because it's 

just more paperwork and I can't take 

on any more things. How I market my 

product is by being fully transparent 

and honest with my customer base. 

Q. How has your farm remained resil­

ient in the face of climate change?

A. I feel that the smaller farms are more

resilient because we often have more

diversified production, but I'm not

romanticizing it whatsoever. I grow

perennials because they're hardier and

more resilient than annuals. I'm able

to pivot all the time and I don't want

to, but climate change is constantly

making us.
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