BOARD RESOLUTION OF MINNESOTA FARMERS UNION
SUPPORTING THE MINNESOTA AGRICULTURAL WATER QUALITY
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

Whereas the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) is an
innovative and nation-leading program that reduces risks to water quality by conducting a whole-
farm assessment and working with farmers to identify areas for risk-reduction.

Whereas MAWQCP provides needed technical assistance to farmers and landowners, and
encourages continuous improvement across the entire farm operation.

Whereas MAWQCP has enrolled nearly 2000 farmers across 1.3 million acres of Minnesota and
reduces nutrient load by 1.1 million pounds of nitrogen, 76 thousand pounds of phosphorous, and
59 thousand tons of sediment each year.

Whereas technical assistance for farmers to implement conservation practices has been severely
reduced due to staffing cuts at the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) with
a one-third reduction in state staffing over the past year and MAWQCP can support farmers with
similar services for conservation practices.

Whereas MAWQCP follows the same established monitoring and data collection approach used
in federal Clean Water Act projects, other state watershed implementation efforts, and
comparable water programs across the nation which rely on peer-reviewed research and large-
scale modelling to estimate pollutant reductions.

Whereas investments in voluntary and farmer-led conservation increases the resilience of the
landscape to a changing climate with more extreme weather events such as drought, heavy
precipitation, and strong storms.

Whereas Minnesota Farmers Union members have supported MAWQCP since it was first
established, and many members have become certified over the lifetime of the program including
additional endorsements for Climate-Smart Farming, Soil Health, Integrated Pest Management,
Wildlife Habitat, and Irrigation Water Management.

Therefore be it resolved that Minnesota Farmers Union strongly supports the Minnesota
Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program and its implementation through the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture and encourages continued investment in this program to support
farmer-led conservation that protects our natural resources.
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